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Synopsis

First published in paperback by UNM Press in 1976, The Way to Rainy Mountain has sold over
200,000 copies."The paperback edition of The Way to Rainy Mountain was first published
twenty-five years ago. One should not be surprised, | suppose, that it has remained vital, and
immediate, for that is the nature of story. And this is particularly true of the oral tradition, which
exists in a dimension of timelessness. | was first told these stories by my father when | was a child. |
do not know how long they had existed before | heard them. They seem to proceed from a place of
origin as old as the earth. "The stories in The Way to Rainy Mountain are told in three voices. The
first voice is the voice of my father, the ancestral voice, and the voice of the Kiowa oral tradition. The
second is the voice of historical commentary. And the third is that of personal reminiscence, my own
voice. There is a turning and returning of myth, history, and memoir throughout, a narrative wheel

that is as sacred as language itself."--from the new Preface
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Customer Reviews

"Written with great dignity, the book has something about it of the timeless, of that long view down
which the Kiowa look to their myth-shrouded beginnings.""It is a beautiful book; honest, unique,
dignified, and told with a simplicity that approaches the purest poetry. It is a book for all seasons, for
all readers.""Mr. Momaday retells the Kiowa myths that he learned from his grandmother,

speculates on the actual history they may symbolize, and describes, with infectious nostalgia, the



Indian life he knew as a child. There are distinctive illustrations by the author’s father, Al Momaday.

The whole book is most attractive; beautifully written, full of gentleness and dignity."

Kiowa Indian myth, history, and personal reminiscences.

| get to have chance to experience indian culture through this book. Little strange but valuable.To

understand the custom of american indian, this book can be recommended

It gives the perspective of the generation after Native Americans lost their land and the traditional

storiesb of Native Americans.

This is a great book. | love the myths and the history behind it. | also really like how all the storys are

told. | completely recommend this book to any fan of mythology.

| loved this book to pieces. It was required reading for a college class and I'm so glad it was. It's
beautifully written and informative. Oral traditions are all the stories we have of people who left no

written records behind. Momaday leaves this as a record and a treasure to future generations.

| love this book and learning about the kiowas. it was a joyous read.this book was amazing. | loved

all of the information in this book and it would be a good book for my daughter to read as well.

One of my favorite books by a fantastically talented writer. | met him & heard him read from this
book, which makes it even more special. | actually taught this book as a part of a college American

Literature class.

This book is written beautifully. The different voices throughout of history, personal and myth gives a

refreshing change of pace. The illustrations are a great addition as well.

This book arrived quickly and as described.
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